





patient crashes and burns because of mandated rationing of needed meds, guess who will be blamed? You can bet 
your boots it will not be the nameless, faceless P and T committee or even the state legislature. Mississippi physi- 
cians should demand that if we are forced to become the hatchet men when it comes to healthcare rationing, then 
we should be held legally harmless when it comes to the ultimate consequences of that rationing. Will our State 
indemnify its doctors for these disastrous outcomes? 

In the past couple of weeks, many of these same patients (the PLADs-Poverty Level Aged and Disabled) 
have received letters telling them that their Medicaid will be dropped come January | and their prescription drug 
coverage will be assumed by Medicare Part D. They want to know how this is going to affect them and they want 
answers from me that I don’t have. 

Medicare Part D...at first | wondered why they skipped from A and B to D. Now I know. The D stands for 
DUMB because that is exactly how it makes us all, physicians and patients alike, feel. But, gee, if could only 
have some flu vaccine, then I could wish you ...Merry Christmas. 


[Una Voce (With One Voice), is a column in the JMSMA featuring the prose of Dr. Dwalia S. South, MSMA secretary-treasurer and 
member of the MSMA Board of Trustees and the Committee on Publications.] —Ed. 
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